
Unit 1 Vocabulary 

Natural Rights – humans have the natural rights to life, liberty, and 
property. 

Social Contract – an agreement among the members of a society to 
cooperate for social benefits, for example by sacrificing some individual 
freedom for state protection.  

Limited Government - a political system in which legalized force is re-
stricted through delegated and enumerated powers. 

Dictatorship - a country, government, or the form of government in 
which absolute power is exercised by a dictator. 

Common Good - the benefit or interests of all. 

Totalitarian - the state holds total authority over the society and seeks 
to control all aspects of public and private life wherever possible. 

Democracy - a system of government by the whole population or all the 
eligible members of a state, typically through elected representatives. 

Consent - permission for something to happen or agreement to do 
something. 
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1. Why have government? 

2. Historical Background and Creation of the Con-
stitution 
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Useful resources: 

www.whitehouse.gov 

www.senate.gov 

www.house.gov 

www.supremecourt.gov 

www.archives.gov 

www.colorado.gov 

www.consumeraction.gov 

www.usa.gov 

www.uscourts.gov 

 

www.easybib.com 

www.streetlaw.org 

www.icivics.org 

www.oyez.org 

 

 

Notes Unit 2 Vocabulary 

Republic – A government in which citizens elect representatives to 
make laws 

Democracy – A system of government in which the power is shared by 
all the people. 

Amendment – Changes to the constitution 

Assumed Powers – powers not expressly written in the constitution but 
assumed to be part of one of the branches of government 

Virginia Plan – Plan for a bicameral legislative body. 

Separation of powers – Dividing government power among legislative, 
executive, and judicial branches 

Checks and Balances – The system that gives each of the three 
branches of government ways to limit the powers of the other two 

Articles of Confederation - An agreement among the 13 founding states 
that established the United States of America as a confederation of 
sovereign states and served as its first constitution. 

Supremacy clause - The provision in Article Six, Clause 2 of the United 
States Constitution that establishes the United States Constitution, 
federal statutes, and treaties as "the supreme law of the land". 
Federalism – The division of power between Federal, State, and Local 
government. 

Constitution – A plan of government. 

Enumerated Powers - List of items found in Article I, Section 8 of the 
U.S. Constitution that set forth the authoritative capacity of Congress. 

Popular Sovereignty - Principle that the authority of the government is 
created and sustained by the consent of its people, through their elect-
ed representatives (Rule by the People), who are the source of all polit-
ical power. 
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Unit 3 Vocabulary 

Establishment clause - Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment 
of religion,… 

Free exercise - Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of reli-
gion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof... 

Freedom of expression - the political right to communicate one's opinions and 
ideas using one's body and property to anyone who is willing to receive them. 

Due process - the legal requirement that the state must respect all of the legal 
rights that are owed to a person. 

Double jeopardy - a procedural defense that forbids a defendant from be-
ing tried again on the same (or similar) charges following a legitimate acquittal or 
conviction. 

Libel - a published false statement that is damaging to a person's reputation; a 
written defamation. 

Slander - the action or crime of making a false spoken statement damaging to a 
person's reputation. 

Search warrant - a court order issued by a magistrate, judge or Supreme Court 
official that authorizes law enforcement officers to conduct a search of a person, 
location, or vehicle for evidence of a crime and to confiscate evidence if it is 
found. 

Time, place, manner – Limits that government can impose on the occasion, loca-
tion, and type of individual expression in some circumstances 

Procedural due process - Principle required by the Constitution that when the 
state or federal government acts in such a way that denies a citizen of a life, 
liberty, or property interest, the person must first be given notice and the oppor-
tunity to be heard. 

Substantive due process -  a principle which allows federal courts to protect 
certain fundamental rights from government interference under the authority of 
the due process clauses of the Fifth and Fourteenth Amendments to 
the Constitution, which prohibit the federal and state governments, respectively, 
from depriving any person of "life, liberty, or property, without due process of law. 

Unit 6 Vocabulary 

Due Process -  legal requirement that the state must respect all of the 
legal rights that are owed to a person. 

Miranda Rights - a warning given by police in the United States to 
criminal suspects in police custody (or in a custodial interrogation) 
before they are interrogated to preserve the admissibility of their state-
ments against them in criminal proceedings. 

Warrants - a document issued by a legal or government official author-
izing the police or some other body to make an arrest, search premis-
es, or carry out some other action relating to the administration of jus-
tice. 

Reasonable Doubt - It is that state of the case which, after the entire 
comparison and consideration of all the evidence leaves the minds of 
the jurors in that condition that they cannot say they feel an abiding 
conviction to a moral certainty of the truth of the charge. 

Probable Cause - reasonable grounds (for making a search, pressing a 
charge 

Double Jeopardy 

Exclusionary Rule - a law that prohibits the use of illegally obtained 
evidence in a criminal trial. 
 
Prosecution - the institution and conducting of legal proceedings 
against someone in respect of a criminal charge. 

Defense - the case presented by or on behalf of the party being ac-
cused or sued in a lawsuit. 

Misdemeanor - nonindictable offense, regarded in the US as less seri-
ous than a felony. 

Felony - a crime, typically one involving violence, regarded as more 
serious than a misdemeanor, and usually punishable by imprisonment 
for more than one year or by death. 
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Notes Unit 5 Vocabulary 

Supremacy Clause – provision in Article Six, Clause 2 of the United 
States Constitution that establishes the United States Constitution, 
federal statutes, and treaties as "the supreme law of the land"  

Legislative – having the power to make laws. 

Proportional Representation – an electoral system in which parties gain 
seats in proportion to the number of votes cast for them. 

Ex Post Facto Laws – A law that makes illegal an act that was legal 
when committed, increases the penalties for an infraction after it has 
been committed, or changes the rules of evidence to make conviction 
easier. The Constitution prohibits the making of ex post facto law. 

Impeach – formal process in which an official is accused of unlawful 
activity, the outcome of which, depending on the country, may include 
the removal of that official from office as well as criminal or civil punish-
ment. 

Separated Powers – A fundamental principle of the United States gov-
ernment, whereby powers and responsibilities are divided among the 
legislative branch, executive branch, and judicial branch. 

Checks and Balances – counterbalancing influences by which an or-
ganization or system is regulated, typically those ensuring that political 
power is not concentrated in the hands of individuals or groups. 

Necessary and Proper – A section of the United States Constitution that 
enables Congress to make the laws required for the exercise of its 
other powers established by the Constitution. 

Unit 4 Vocabulary 

Veto – a constitutional right to reject a decision or proposal made by a 
law-making body. 

Factions – a group or clique within a larger group, party, government, 
organization, or the like 

Executive Orders - a rule or order issued by the president to an execu-
tive branch of the government and having the force of law. 

Appointments – an act of appointing; assigning a job or position to 
someone. 

Liberal – open to new behavior or opinions and willing to discard tradi-
tional values. 

Conservative – holding to traditional attitudes and values and cautious 
about change or innovation, typically in relation to politics or religion. 

Executive Privilege – the privilege, claimed by the president for the 
executive branch of the US government, of withholding information in 
the public interest. 

Executive Departments – a department of the federal government of 
the United States 

Moderate – avoiding extremes of behavior or expression 
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